
Help your residents improve Christmas tree safety 
 
We’ve long moved past the Nutcracker days of lighting Christmas trees with candles, but 
that doesn’t mean safety can be overlooked during this festive season. Christmas trees, 
both real and artificial, pose hazards that include but go beyond fire. Property managers 
can reduce resident injuries and property damage with a seasonal safety reminder to 
residents. 
 

 

The risk of fire is often the greatest problem posed by trees and other holiday decorations, so a primer 
on fire prevention is helpful. Residents should never overload sockets with too many strands of lights 
or too high a wattage, and all lights should meet UL or another reputable testing laboratory’s 
benchmarks. If any lights are damaged or the wires are cut, the strand should be discarded. Extension 
cords and socket wiring typically cannot tolerate more than three strands of lights, and only one 
extension cord is permissible per outlet. Check cords every use to make sure they have not gotten 
pinched or chewed by animals or damaged in any other way. Electrical cords should never come into 
contact with a tree’s water supply. When leaving the home or going to bed, residents should 
disconnect all lights; they could short and start a fire. 
  
For tree decorations, only non-flammable materials should be used. Some spray snows and “icicles” 
are made of toxic materials, so they should be kept away from children, pets, and heat sources. Open 
flames should never be used near trees of any kind. Residents should also be mindful that some gifts 
can melt or burn if placed too close to lights. 
  
If residents plan to use a live tree, there are several issues to consider. The tree should be fresh so it 
is less likely to catch on fire. Needles should be difficult to pull from the branches and should bend, 
not break, when folded. A fresh tree will have a sticky base, and its needles won’t fall off when the 
tree butt is banged on the ground. Its base should be kept full of water; it will drink quite a bit in its 
early days. Be careful of spray-painted trees since paints are flammable. Artificial trees should be 
labeled “fire retardant,” which means they will resist burning. A metallic tree should not be adorned 
with electric lights. The tree can become electrically charged if lights are faulty, causing an 
electrocution hazard. 
  
When setting up a tree in an apartment or condo, be sure it isn’t placed near heaters, radiators, TVs, 
appliances or other heat sources. Also, exit ways need to be kept clear, meaning windows and doors 
should not be blocked by the tree. The tree’s base should be stable; a fallen tree can yank and tear 
wires and break bulbs, increasing the chances of fire. Lighting cords shouldn’t be strung where they 
can be tripped on or yanked out, and things should always be set up with children and pets in mind. 
Some clever parents and pet owners set up a cute “fence” around the tree, creating a small protective 
“yard.” 
  
If your complex permits outdoor lights on balconies or hallway doors, emphasize the need to use 
appropriate items. Indoor lights should never be used outdoors. If you have any concerns over 
outlandish displays or too much ambient light at night, set clear rules for all residents. 
  
Encourage residents to prevent property damage to common areas when they bring their trees in. Sap 
and needles can damage hallway carpets, walls and, yes, even ceilings. Door frames and trim 
commonly get dinged and scuffed by tree transporters if the trees are not covered while being 
moved—both into and out of units. Set courtesy guidelines regarding cleaning up the pathway after 
trees are moved in or out. 
  
Post-Christmas disposal times should be established for trees, wreaths and boughs so dried up debris 
doesn’t accumulate. Some people leave their lights up well after Christmas, which is the actual 
“Christmas season,” so it is important to allow them to observe their religion. But a takedown date for 
exterior decorations should be established with religious preferences in mind so ornamentation isn’t 
left up until April. Additionally, tree bits and pieces should never be put in an incinerator because the 
oil in them can combust. 
  
Following safety tips can increase the joy of the festive season and avoid calamities. Promote good 



risk management now and year-round. 
 
Happy Holidays from MultiUnitLiving.com! 
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